


Exeter - Westpoint Conference
Tues 14th April

Doors open 2am - 3pm

Birmingham- Eastside Rooms
Tues 7th /Wed 8th July

Tuesday: doors open 2.30am - 3.30pm
Wednesday: doors open 2am - 3pm

London - ILEC Conference Centre
Tues 27th/Wed 28th October

Tuesday: doors open 2.30am - 3.30pm
Wednhesday: doors open 2am - 3pm
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Foreword Il

Sight Village is a vital platform within the vision impairment sector,
bringing together innovation, inclusion and expertise to create new
opportunities for blind or partially sighted individuals. As Managing
Director of Queen Alexandra Enterprises, | am proud of the role
Sight Village plays in connecting people with solutions that genuinely
improve lives.

Our sponsors and supporters are central to this success. By
supporting Sight Village, organisations not only align with purpose-
led, inclusive events, but also directly contribute to Queen Alexandra
Charity, enabling us to support even more individuals with sight loss,
vision impairment and other complex needs through life-changing
services, education and opportunities.

We are excited by our ambitious plans to develop Sight Village
further — making it bigger, better, more accessible and more
inclusive, reaching new people and driving even greater impact.
These ambitions can only be achieved through strong partnerships,
driven by shared values.

| would like to thank all our sponsors and supporters for their
continued commitment and belief in Sight Village. Your support
enables these events to grow, evolve and change lives.

Jagdeep Soor

Managing Director,
Queen Alexandra Enterprises



What Is

Innovation, Accessibility, Community

Sight Village is the UK’s leading
exhibition for blind and partially
sighted individuals. Our sensory-rich
events focus on inclusion, allowing
visitors to touch, experience, and
engage with the latest technology,
products, and services first-hand.

We provide life-enhancing solutions
across mobility, education, daily
living, safety, leisure, and technology
- promoting independence,
empowerment, and connection.

Sight Village is a space where
everyone in the low-vision
community can participate, connect,
and thrive.

Thousands attend each year to
explore innovations and services that
improve daily life.

In addition to exhibitor stalls
which allow for a hands-on
look at the latest in assistive
technology and services for
blind and partially sighted
people, Sight Village hosts
seminars and workshops
which offer the chance for
visitors to relax, learn, and
gain deeper insight from
exhibitors.
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Habilitation plays a crucial
role in empowering children
with sight loss to develop
their independence.

To find out more about how Guide Dogs
supports children and young people with
a vision impairment, visit:

guidedogs.org.uk

Guide Dogs: a leader 1n
habilitation services

Guide Dogs discuss the role of their

habilitation specialists in aiding the
development of blind and partially sighted

children and young people.

We are best known for our life-changing
guide dog partnerships but we are also the
largest employer of specialists dedicated to
helping children and young people with a
vision impairment learn, grow and access
the same opportunities as everyone else.

There are 28,000 children (under 18) who
are blind or partially sighted in the UK
and at Guide Dogs we know having the
right support in place early on can be life
changing. So much of what we learn in
our early years is through vision: how to
move around safely, how to organise our
belongings, how to dress, how to interact
socially. But children with low or no vision
need to learn about the world in a slightly
different way.

Habilitation plays a crucial role in
empowering children with sight loss to
develop their independence. It brings
together expertise across mobility, sensory
development and early years education

to teach the skills a child with a vision
impairment may need to learn in a different
way because they cannot learn by watching
others.

Guide Dogs offer a wide
range of services with and
without dogs to support
people living with a vision
impairment.

Our Habilitation Specialists play a
transformative role, supporting children
and young people of all ages to build the
confidence to explore the world - from
supporting physical development in the
early years to navigating streets safely,
preparing food, handling money, using
technology and managing their appearance
as they grow older.

“So much of what we learn in our early
years is through vision ... but children with
low or no vision need to learn about the
world in a slightly different way.”

We work with hundreds of children and
young people each year helping them to
build their confidence, skills and a sense of
identity.

For more information about the support we
can provide, or if you are an organisation
interested in working with Guide Dogs’
habilitation service, please visit
www.guidedogs.org.uk for more
information and ways to contact us.



Free audio Bible lamb for
visually impaired children

Accessibility support for
churches

Chaplaincy listening service

Accessible Christian
resources

info@torchtrust.org

01858 438260
torchtrust.org

Where does spirituality

fit into sight loss?-

Finding hope in faith

and community.

Torch Trust explores the relationship between
spirituality and health in the midst of sight

loss.

As insights into health and wellbeing have
increased, we are starting to look more
holistically at the relationship between
the different components of health; from
physical, to emotional, mental, social and
spiritual health. As we work with others
and look at our own wellbeing, it can be
easy to see how changes in one part of our
being can have a wider impact - e.g. how
significant emotional events can impact
physical health.

“For many, faith is about having
hope in the midst of uncertainty”

At Torch Trust, we believe that spirituality
can play an important role in wellbeing and
that sight loss should never be something
that holds someone back from having a
full, rich spiritual life. We are a distinctively
Christian charity and our spirituality

is rooted in our faith in Jesus, but the
principles of celebrating and supporting
spirituality hold true across all kinds of
spiritual expression.

So what benefits can spirituality bring and
how can we support those with sight loss in
realising these?

Torch Trust focuses on

the spiritual support and
encouragement of blind and
partially sighted people.

For those going through an experience

of sight loss — whether for the first time
or through the changing of an existing
condition, there is often a period of
bereavement and grief. For many, faith

is about having hope in the midst of
uncertainty - believing that, even when the
road ahead seems hard and when having
faith feels like a tough battle, there is
someone who is holding them steady and
guiding them on.

Often, faith-based groups will have
gatherings where people meet together

to share their faith and to encourage and
support one another. As Christians, we find
that churches can often be like a second
family — providing community support and a
sense of belonging through all of the stages
of life.

We are passionate about those with sight
loss experiencing this —to have a place to
ask the wider questions of life and journey
with others rather than experiencing
loneliness and isolation.

Find out more at www.torchtrust.org



www.writingyourwellbeing.com

Engaging the senses
and making creativity
accessible for visually
impaired individuals.

Elaine Ruth White, a writer and researcher mission is to provide a

with a clinical background in mental health,

Writing Your Wellbeing’s

sanctuary for self-care, with
a focus on those affected by

discusses wellbeing and creative expression. sight loss.

Research shows that creative writing can
significantly help our emotional and mental
wellbeing.

The onset of Covid had a devastating impact
on the freedom to fully use all our senses.
Touch, for instance, became a potential
threat, as did smell, which relies upon
breathing in the world around us. And as
more of our lives went online, our contact
with others, and ourselves, became more
sterile.

Creative writing is about engaging the
senses. Our senses affect our perception of
the world, which in turn affects our mood
or anxiety levels. For instance, the sound

of the wind (external noise), or the chatter
of negative thoughts in our head (internal
noise) can both impact our feeling, or actual
experience, of safety and security. For those
of us with a significant challenge to one

or more of our senses, the loss of sensory
information is exactly that - a loss.

But taking a sensory approach to creative
writing does more than just create a
pleasant stimulus. Our senses combine to
create a synergy; a combined effect that is
greater than the sum of its individual parts.

Available in large text, braille, and audio,
each therapeutic pack contains cards with a
range of guided creative writing exercises,
which include the use of specially selected
essential oils, visualisation exercises, or the
use of touch, taste, or hearing.

{4 .
Our senses combine to create a synergy;
a combined effect that is greater than the
sum of its individual parts.”

Some packs focus on a particular mental
health issue, such as mood, trauma, or
loss. Other packs focus on creativity, or
relaxation, or exploring and improving your
wellbeing, alone, or with friends or family.

The physical act of writing is not always
necessary. We are, first and foremost,
storytellers, and before writing as we know
it was developed, there was a rich oral
tradition. Voice recording can add another
dimension to the sensory side of your
creativity.

To find out more, go to:
www.writingyourwellbeing.com



Can’t work, can work!

Paul Hopkins of Queen Alexandra Enterprises’ All Formats discusses
the need for workplaces to be made more inclusive of blind and
partially sighted (BPS) individuals, and some of the ways that

employers can achieve this.

Queen Alexandra Charity can trace its roots
back 180 years to the founding in 1846

of a school for blind and partially sighted
people. A Birmingham merchant, William
Harrold had a dream. His daughter Miss
Elizabeth Bache Harrold, alongside her
friend Miss Mary Elizabeth Badger and
some other enlightened Victorian pioneers,
made it a reality - and we’ve been building
on that legacy ever since.

The number of BPS people of working age
not in employment, standing conservatively
at 75%, is, in all honesty, staggering. Why

is this, and how can we work together to
change a narrative which is so pervasive
and persistent?

Time to Address Some
Misconceptions?

Problem-Solving: Those of us who are BPS
often navigate a world not built for us. This
builds high-level skills in spatial awareness,
tech-savviness (using assistive tools), and
creative problem-solving.

The Talent Gap: Excluding or under-
supporting our demographic means
businesses are losing out on a resilient,
highly adaptable workforce.

Breaking the Barriers?

Digital Accessibility Barriers: It’s not just
about screen readers; it’s about inclusive
design from the ground up. If a job portal
isn’t accessible, the talent never even
makes it to the door.

The “Attitude” Barrier: Often, the biggest
hurdle isn’t our vision impairment itself, but

the assumption by others of what we can’t
do.

Workplace Adjustments: Simple (and often
low-cost) adjustments like magnification
software, high-contrast keyboards, or
flexible lighting can level the playing field.

The EDI Intersection

Intersectionality: We, as blind and

partially sighted people, are more than

just our vision impairment. We may also
face barriers related to race, gender, or
socioeconomic status, which can compound
employability challenges.

Retention versus Recruitment: EDI isn’t
just about hiring; it’s about keeping people.
How does a company support an employee
whose vision might change over time?

Creating an inclusive pathway for
candidates with sight loss doesn’t require a
total overhaul of your business - it requires
intentionality. Here are some tips to help
you move your business from “accessible”
to “inclusive”.

1. Audit the gatekeeper

If your application portal or PDF job descriptions
aren’t screen-reader friendly, you’ve excluded top
talent before they’ve even applied.

2. Offer choice in format

Ask every candidate, “What format would you
like these interview materials in?” This helps
to remove the “burden of disclosure” from the
candidate.

3. Focus on outcomes, not methods

Instead of asking “How would you read this
report?”, ask “How would you analyse and
present this data?” There are many ways to get to
the finish line.

4. Normalise assistive tech

Treat a screen reader or a braille display like a
second monitor or a high-spec laptop. It’s just a
tool that enables high performance.

5. Interview the environment

Ensure your interviewers are trained. For
example, when greeting a candidate with a vision
impairment, introduce everyone in the room by
name and position so the candidate can develop
a “mental map” of who is where.

Paul Hopkins

Production Sales &
Advocacy Officer,
All Formats



Testimonials

The Rt Hon. Stephen Timms, MP



Introducing the New
Tactile Graphic Software
from Index Braille

Create, edit and emboss, with all Index Braille V5 Embossers.

Free of charge for all Index users

Transform images into high-quality tactile graphics with our new, easy-to-use software.
Designed for everyone, from first time users to creators, educators, and accessibility professionals.
It gives you everything you need to produce clear, accurate tactile graphics - ready to emboss

directly on your Index Braille Embosser.

Powerful Features,
Simple Workflow.

Import & Convert Images Instantly

Bring your images into the workspace with ease and
convert them into tactile graphics in just a few clicks.

Edit & Enhance Your Designs

Draw lines, free-hand sketch, and add squares or
circles to perfect your tactile diagrams.

Add Text Labels with Built-in

Translation

Translate text directly, using the built in Liblouis
translator for Braille.

SVG Support & Drag-and-Drop

Work smoothly with more than 20 modern file formats
and import content as easily as dragging it onto your
screen.

Wizard for combining Ink & Braille, (create dual-mode
graphics for inclusive learning and communication.)

Create better tactile graphics.

Whether you're a teacher, a transcriber, or a designer
creating tactile materials, this software gives you the
tools you need - without cost or complexity.

Start shaping tactile experiences today!

www.indexbraille.com



Restoring Independence Since 1996

Freephone

0800 002 5555
visionaid.co.uk

Losing your sight doesn't have to
mean losing your independence

Every person's vision is unique, and so is our approach.

Experience our solutions at home with our friendly,
knowledgeable specialists, completely free of charge.

From task lighting and a range of magnifiers to devices
that read text out loud, you can enjoy your hobbies again -
reading, watching TV, crosswords, jigsaws, sewing, coin or
stamp collecting, painting, bird watching etc.

“My ReadEasy has read old
newspaper cuttings, railway
books and a library book.
Since my sight loss from
macular degeneration, library
books were a thing of the past
- but not anymore!”

“I am over the moon with the
magnifier! | will be able to
catch up on some books that
| have been wanting to read,
fill out forms as well as write
my Christmas cards!”



Art and culture brought fo life through
audio description for theatre, museum:s,
galleries, heritage sites and online.

Sign up to our monthly email
newsletter

Receive our quarterly What's On
guide. Available in clear print,
braille, audio USB or email

VocalEyesAudioDescription VocalEyesAD

VocalEyes.co.uk



for blind people or firefighters

Orientation cane ... the light
Only between 80 g and 180 g

Depending on handle and tip, it consists of 5
sections, with the top two being telescopic
and the remaining sections foldable.

We offer this cane with different handles. Of
course, different tips can be attached to this
cane. It has an 8 mm thread, all tips with an
8 mm can be used.

Search Canes - the cane for firefighters

A 5-section folding cane made of aluminium with a flattened plastic
handle and a 35 mm cylindrical rolling tip.
This cane has a completely red reflective surface.

For more information visit www.firecane.org

Tactile and accessible board games

Rausschmeisser (Bouncer)
for 4 or 6 players

Dame
This is just a small selection of
the various games we offer. We
roduce many of them ourselves
Muehle P y

or adapt them for tactile
enjoyment. This allows blind
people and their families to

enjoy playing games together.
TictacToe

The product range also includes card games, strategy games, balls,
dice games and puzzles.

For more information visit www.bhvd.de

BlindenHilfsmittelVertrieb Dresden, Tannenstr. 2, 01099 Dresden, Germany

FOR MORE INFORMATION
SCAN THIS QR CODE

Pakflatt will be exhibiting at

in 2026. Visit us
there to learn maore about or
try out the McGonagle®Reader

Glasgow Science Centre
17t March 2026

Exeter Westpoint Conference
14t April 2026

Leeds Royal Armouries
02nd June 2026

Birmingham Eastside Rooms
7th & 8t July 2026

North Wales, The Arena Llandudno
22nd September 2026

London ILEC Conference Centre
Date TBC November 2026



Including blind and partially sighted
young people in sport

Supporting parents of blind and
partially sighted young people

0191909 7 909
synapptic.com

Phones, tablets, smartwatches
and accessories for people
with sight loss

From

Phones and tablets for £299

communication, entertainment,
and staying connected with

ease.

From
£49

Accessories to support your

everyday technology. From

£149

Smartwatches for time, health, communication
and a personal assistant on your arm!



Thank you for supporting us
At VI Safety, we're simplifying
Vision Impairment.

‘Our “Living safely with sight loss” online, Exhibition special offer:
in person and telephone courses help the . . f f . .
UK vision impaired community to stay safe. Five piece safei'y ree for visitors

essentials set

If you’ve got questions or concerns around

safety, our team of experts with lived *  Double-sided vision
. , impairment indication
experience are happy to help. Pass with safety
breakaway lanyard
e Anti-theft alert dipping
Andrew Palmer bells
UK and European Exhibitions & Events : ':;g:’Bkey
. personal
Direc‘l‘or handheld on wearable
alarm with light
T: 0203 468 0330 M: 07956 699 699  E: andrew.palmer@visafety.co.uk +  Bungee cord for keys

Available for calls daily between 8am and 8pm, exc. bank and public holidays

www.visafety.co.uk Official sponsors of Sight Village and Sight CON

Connect, Inspire, Transform

Call 0203 468 0330 to
book or find out more.

www.gacsightvillage.org.uk sv@gac.ac.uk



About

QAC Enterprises Ltd. consists of a wide range of businesses that raise
money for the QA Charity, Birmingham. All profits are paid back into
the charity and help to enhance the experience for its clients, while also
providing a valuable service themselves.

All Formats is one of the leading
braille, large print and audio producers,
providing commercial specialist
accessible print services. All Formats

is a proud member of UKAAF - UK
Association for Accessible Formats.

Sight Village is the UK’s leading sensory
exhibition for blind and partially
sighted people. Events are hands-on,
inclusive experiences, allowing visitors
to touch, explore, and interact with
the latest technology, products, and
services first-hand.

Alongside our main exhibitions

in Birmingham and London, held
annually, we host roadshows
nationwide, bringing inclusive sensory
experiences to local communities.

QAC is the UK distributor of Revolution
Advantage Graphite Canes - used and
acclaimed worldwide. Designed to
achieve optimum balance for ease of
use and comfort, graphite canes are
more rigid, lightweight and durable
than traditional aluminium canes.
There are also demonstration videos
which can be found on the Charity’s
YouTube Channel (My QAC).

QAC has a variety of excellent accessible spaces available for hire on
evenings, weekends and out of term time throughout the year. Their high-
quality facilities include sports hall, two large halls, conference and training
rooms and outdoor spaces. Enquiries are welcome from individuals and
organisations that can provide Public Liability Insurance, Risk Assessment and,
if working with children or vulnerable adults, a copy of Safeguarding Policy.
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