

Changes for students with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities

What further education colleges and approved independent specialist providers[footnoteRef:1] need to know and what they need to do[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Independent specialist providers (ISPs) and independent special schools will be able to join a published list of approved providers. Approved providers will be subject to the same duties as FE colleges, as outlined here.]  [2:  All the arrangements in this briefing are subject to Parliamentary approval.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Children and Families Bill, Part 3: children and young people with special educational needs
The Children and Families Bill is expected to receive Royal Assent in February 2014 and changes to the operation of the SEN framework will be implemented from September 2014.  
This briefing is designed to give further education (FE) colleges and approved independent specialist providers (ISPs) information about the reforms and to help them prepare for the changes. 

New duties on FE colleges and ISPs from September 2014
· The definition of special educational needs (SEN) is extended to include young people up to the age of 25; the definition includes ‘learning difficulties’ and ‘disabilities’.
· FE colleges and ISPs will be required to ‘have regard to’ a new 0-25 SEN Code of Practice.
· General FE Colleges will be required to use their ‘best endeavours’ for students with SEN; the SEN Code of Practice explains what ‘best endeavours’ means. 
· FE colleges and ISPs will have a duty to admit students if the institution is named in an Education Health and Care plan.
· FE colleges and ISPs, along with others, will be under a duty to co-operate with the local authority to identify and meet the needs of young people with SEN.  

Key principles:
Participation: the Bill promotes the participation of young people in decision-making about how their learning difficulties or disabilities should be met.
Outcomes: the Bill focuses on outcomes, including employment, independent living and community participation for young people with SEN.
A joint approach: the Bill will require education, including FE colleges and ISPs, health and social care agencies to co-operate at a local level to meet the needs of young people with SEN. Local authorities (LAs) and education providers will be expected to work with other partners such as employment and housing agencies to help achieve good outcomes for young people with SEN. LAs and health commissioning groups will be required to commission services jointly for young people with SEN. 
 Changes in assessment and planning
· Statements and Learning Difficulties Assessments (LDAs) will be replaced by Education, Health and Care (EHC) assessments and plans. Subject to consultation, LDAs will be phased out by 31 August 2016.
· FE colleges and ISPs will be able to request an assessment of education, health and care needs, by bringing a young person to the attention of their LA.
· EHC plans will extend from birth up to 25 where a young person requires additional support to achieve good outcomes. 
· Young people will be able to express a preference for a particular FE college or ISP. 
· FE colleges and ISPs will be required to admit a young person where the institution is named in a young person’s EHC plan; the local authority will consult the provider, and send a copy of the EHC plan, before the placement is made.
· Young people will have right to appeal decisions of the LA to the First-tier Tribunal.
· FE colleges and ISPs will need to engage with the LA and carry out annual reviews for students with EHC plans.
· Annual reviews will need to focus on next steps for students and supporting them in preparing for adulthood including achieving paid employment, good health, independent living, friends, relationships and community inclusion.

Local offer
The local offer will set out what all local agencies provide for children and young people with SEN. The local offer includes:
· what FE colleges and ISPs provide; and 
· services available to support young people in preparing for adulthood. 

The Bill will place a duty on LAs to involve FE colleges and ISPs in developing their local offer of services. 

Timing between now and September 2014
	Autumn 2013


	· Children and Families Bill scrutinised in House of Lords
· 0-25 SEN Code of Practice: public consultation
· Transitional arrangements consultation 

	Spring 2014

	· Children and Families Bill receives Royal Assent
· 0-25 SEN Code of Practice published
· Transitional arrangements published

	From September 2014

	· Implementation of Children and Families Bill
· New 0-25 SEN Code of Practice takes effect
· No new assessments for statements or LDAs will be carried out from 1st September;
· Increasingly, young people will come into FE colleges and ISPs with EHC plans rather than an LDA
· All new requests for an assessment of SEN will be considered under the new SEN system. Those requiring additional support will receive it through an EHC plan.
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What do FE colleges and ISPs need to do?
· Build links with local authorities, the commissioners and funders of high needs students.
· Contribute to the local plans for the implementation of the reforms, including the development of the local offer.   
· Raise awareness of the reforms amongst colleagues and ensure key staff become familiar with 0-25 SEN Code of Practice. 
· Consider workforce development needs in the light of the principles in the Bill, the need for a person-centred approach to planning, and the focus on preparation for adulthood.   
· Consider how the new funding and study programme arrangements can be used to tailor packages for young people with SEN including supported internships, traineeships and apprenticeships, in partnership with employers.
· Develop partnerships with the local authority and schools to support planning for transition to further education and adult life, including involvement in annual reviews where appropriate.

Sources of information, advice and support
	Local authorities
Contact your local authority for local arrangements on the implementation of the new system including the local offer and EHC plans.



	Post-16 organisations
Association of Colleges: AoC was established in 1996 by Colleges themselves as a voice for further education and higher education delivered in Colleges at national and regional level: http://www.aoc.co.uk/
Association of National Specialist Colleges - Natspec: Information for member colleges about the reforms; general information for young people and parents about specialist colleges: http://www.natspec.org.uk/



	Specialist SEN organisations
Preparing for Adulthood: Information on the SEN reforms; working with young people 14-25, their families and the agencies supporting them; joint working with post-16 providers and LAs to implement the reforms: http://preparingforadulthood.org.uk/
Nasen: information, including details of implementation events in June and July 2014, see: http://www.nasen.org.uk/
Autism Education Trust: http://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/ 
The Communications  Trust: http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/ 
Dyslexia-SpLD Trust: http://www.thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk/ 
Achievement for All: http://www.afa3as.org.uk/





	ITT bursaries and CPD grants for FE colleges
To support the FE sector to develop their capacity to support students with SEN, the Government is providing funding for: bursaries to support high calibre graduates to train to be specialist teachers of students with SEN in FE; and grants to fund specialist training for the existing FE workforce to improve further their ability to support students with SEN. Further information on these opportunities can be found on www.gov.uk and on www.Acett.org.uk




	Support for young people 
Under the Children and Families Bill, local authorities are required to provide information and advice for young people with SEN/LDD. Services providing information, advice and support will be developed during 2014. Many voluntary organisations also provide information and advice for young people with SEN/LDD locally and nationally. 




	Support for parents and carers
National Network of Parent Carer Forums: http://www.nnpcf.org.uk/ 
National Parent Partnership Network:  http://www.parentpartnership.org.uk/




	General support on the SEN reforms 
Mott McDonald, Pathfinder Support Team: information on SEN reforms in Pathfinder areas, resources to support implementation, Information packs: http://www.sendpathfinder.co.uk/ 
Council for Disabled Children, Strategic Reform Partner: advice to government on the reforms, including advice from children and young people, through EPIC; information on the reforms; support to the disabled children's sector new and sustainable approaches.  
EPIC: http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/epic 
CDC: http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/what-we-do/strategic-reform-partner-work 
Department for Education: Information on organisations providing support to implementation:    http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/send/changingsen/a00218781/delivery-partners-and-grants
High needs funding: http://www.education.gov.uk/a00228993/hn-funding-information
Education Funding Agency: http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/executiveagencies/efa/funding
Skills Funding Agency: http://skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk/ 
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